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Synopsis

The Hand of God combines inspiration for the mind and spirit by juxtaposing what Astronomy
magazine has called & cethe most beautiful astrophotos ever takena « with illuminating words of
scientists, poets, and theologians. Introduced by an essay from award-winning science writer
Sharon Begley, this revised edition includes more than sixty new images and creates for the reader
an unforgettable experience of the wonder of the universe.lt was once believed that to look into the
heavens was to look into the face of God. The first Hubble telescope images from space, which
appeared in 1990, confirmed that sentiment in ways that are beyond imagination. These eerily
luminous landscapes, splendid with color and motion, gave us a glimpse into the outermost reaches
of the universea "a vast, unexplored realm where spiraling galaxies cartwheeled, nebulae
shimmered, and stars were born. Dark clouds parted like gauzy curtains and allowed us to peer
directly into the heart of a mystery. Since that time, more images have been captured on film that
are simultaneously wondrous and troubling, restoring to our lives that very mystery that seems to be
part of the human experience.A Throughout history, scientists and theologians, artists and writers,
poets, and philosophers have struggled eloquently to make sense of the universe and Goda ™s
part in it. Together the images in The Hand of God and the accompanying reflections encourage a
sense of awe and, perhaps, purpose in an age hostile to both.A & ceWe cannot take a single step
toward heaven,a * French mystic Simone Weil once said. & celf, however, we look heavenward for a
long time, God comes and takes us up.a * Perhaps it is time to look up once again. --This text refers

to an alternate Paperback edition.
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Customer Reviews

If you are looking for a book to provide snippets of inspiration for others who are dear to you, or,
perhaps one that will spark your own prayer and devotional time, this may be the book you are
seeking."The Hand of God" is a collection of photographs taken in space, many by the Hubble
Telescope, showing the vast and awe-inspiring wonder of the universe. These photos, a new "eye
on the heavens" show every manner of nebula, comet and star formation for the wondering
earthbound traveler. Presented in deep and vivid colors, the photos are thoughtfully paired with
inspirational quotations, both familiar and obscure.Of the many gorgeous images, surprises abound.
A view of Jupiter's Great Red Spot and its surroundings looks every bit like a segment of Van
Gogh’s "Starry Night". A shimmering white cross-like photograph of Galaxy NGC 4640A is coupled
with these lines from an ancient Jewish proverb: "God said to Abraham, 'But for me, you would not
be here.’’l know that, Lord,” Abraham answered, 'but were | not here, there would be no one to think
about you."Here are page after page of vast and panoramic views--both in word and in photograph,
ranging from the tender greens and blues of our own earth, to a halo-like image of a filament
eruption on our sun.One would not classify this as a coffee table book per se, since its 8" x 8 1/2"
dimensions are much smaller. It is perhaps best called an end table or nightstand book, suitable for
an occasional glance or prolonged study. Either way, the unfamiliar images are profoundly inspiring,
and invite the reader to move beyond Arthur Schopenhauer’s observation, "Everyone takes the
limits of his own vision for the limits of the world." This book is sure to expand your limits and inspire

your vision, beautifully.

One of the more awe inspiring books I've ever read. The pictures alone are incredible. The images
are tastefully paired with quotes ranging from Stephen Hawking to Galileo, Scripture to Huck Finn,
John Glenn to Shakespeare... | don’t recall seeing this quote in the book, but the lines it most
strongly reminds me of come from the Psalms: "The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies
proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display
knowledge. . ."This book is well worth five stars. | have ordered half a dozen copies for myself and

others, and expect to buy more.

Whatever your religious/spiriual leaning, the inexpressible mystery of creation is evident in these

Hubble Telescope photographs coupled with quotations from the world’s best minds and hearts.



| am not one to give praise easily. In fact, | can’t remember when | last reviewed a book. But this
book is truly a work of art. It is very well written and will prick the conscience of any agnostic or
non-believer. It's as if there is this giant puzzle which nobody has been able to put together, till
Michael Reagan came along and assembled the pieces.Well done, that man. | also believe this

book should be in every Primary school library.

This work brings home the grandeur of our universe (and the creator behind it) as best as any book,
video or special | have ever seen. The quotes from theologians, astronomers and prophets that
accompany the images do not all point to a singular philosophy or faith, so do not be too hasty to
write this tome off as a religious work or creationist propaganda. The photo prints are of superb
quality and the quotations are well matched. My personal favorite quote is found on page 128, next
to an image of a cluster of Massive Infant Stars: "l find it as difficult to understand a scientist who
does not acknowledge the presence of a superior rationality behind the existence of the universe as
it is to comprehend a theologian who would deny the advances of science. And there is certainly no
scientific reason why God cannot retain the same relevance on our modern world that he held
before we began probing His creation with telescope, cyclotron and space vehicles." -Wernher
BraunThis text is also a fresh reminder that while popular, secular science writers often demonstrate
a lack of wonder and exaggerate the claims of their theories, the real scientists, the Einsteins,
Newtons and Keplers, regarded themselves as full of wonder and mere children who had stumbled
upon a few pretty pebbles upon the ocean’s beach (a paraphrase from Abraham Heschel's "A
Philosophy of Judaism"). Regardless of your personal faith proclivities, if you understand that no

human has all the answers (and perhaps not even very many) you will enjoy this book, guaranteed.

So glad | bought it. It sent me on a long quest to google interesting nebulas and learn more about
them. | felt more connected to the universe. It added to not only the night sky, but life in general. |
kinda feel like a changed person. For the better. You can find some trippy images inside nebulas. If
you thought cloud watching was trippy, seeing what things look like, wait til you apply that to
nebulas and start researching these things. It's the coolest. If you don’t get what | mean, read Alice
O Howell.

No matter what your religious beliefs, you will be stunned by the deep space photographs in this

book. The quotes are thoughtful and very deep - it is a very positive book in so many ways. If any



house guests pick it up, they will want to take it home with them - so buy a couple extra!
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